


How is the IBDP different from other curriculums?
What sets the IBDP apart is its depth of study and critical thinking, along 
with its breadth of subjects and value of cocurricular activities.

All students study six subjects across years  

11 and 12.  

Students must study English, an additional 
language, a humanities subject, a science  
and mathematics.  

The sixth subject may be an arts subject: 
music, theatre or visual arts. Alternatively, 
students can select an additional  
language, humanities or science subject.  

These six subjects represent the breadth of 

the diploma.

So what exactly is the IBDP comprised of? 

The IB Diploma teaches students to:

think critically and compassionately

learn through and across disciplines

develop research skills proven to help them in higher education and



What do the IBDP subject “levels” refer to?
SUBJECTS are studied at a STANDARD LEVEL 

SUBJECTS are studied at a HIGHER LEVEL

The three higher level subjects are usually the studentís strongest or  

favourite subjects.  

Higher level subjects allow students to explore standard level  

concepts at greater depth as well as additional content.
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In addition to the six IB Diploma Programme subjects, all students must 
complete three core components:

What are the additional core components of the IBDP?

Extended 
Essay 

Creativity, 
Activity, Service

Theory of  
Knowledge
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The Extended Essay is a 4,000 word research essay on a 
subject of the student’s choice. Each student is assigned a 
subject teacher/mentor to guide students through the process 
discussing expert knowledge. Many students include learning 
from their Extended Essay as part of the university application 
process.

What is the Extended Essay (EE)?
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